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- includes Janet Cooper's editorial, launch of 2" Ledbury Book, The Staffordshire Hoard by
Celia G.Kellett, Recording Farm Buildings by Philip Weaver, Unravelling the History of a
Farm by Sylvia Pinches, Bosbury Field-Names & Field Patterns by Ruth E. Richardson, and
David Whitehead's Review of Herefordshire Place-Names by Bruce Coplestone-Crow.

See also: http://explore.englandspastforeveryone.org.uk

Bosbury Field-Names and Field Patterns

The Bosbury tithe apportionment is dated 1839 while its accompanying map
is dated 1840. The parish name itself, which Ekwall suggests means Bdsa's
burg, denotes a probable fortified place. As the name appears as Boseberge
in the 1086 Domesday Survey, it further suggests that this fortified place
predates the Norman Conquest, referring perhaps to a Roman fort or fortified
Mercian (Saxon) manor. Such place-names and field-names are archaeo-
logical indicators, and they do require corroborative evidence. Particular
names elsewhere, identifying certain types of site, can be useful reference
points. Investigation can be done by using documentary evidence and
through building surveys, fieldwalking, hedge dating and geophysical
surveying.

Research can start with the Woolhope Transactions, and the Herefordshire
Through Time website (www.herefordshire.gov.uk/htt/) for field-names and
the SMR (Sites and Monuments Record). Bosbury is used here as an
example, but these sources are useful for investigating any parish. The
easiest way to do this is to gather all the information possible and divide it
into periods, producing a series of regressive maps. The first map would
locate evidence from prehistory, the next would show that for the medieval
and so forth. The individual maps depend on how much information is found
for a particular period — it may be that two medieval maps are needed, for
early and late. This simple method helps organise the information, which can
then include detailed accounts of individual sites.

The SMR shows that flints have been found in the parish. Lynchets may date
from an early period or may be medieval. Field 402 Camp field on the tithe
map has a curved boundary, which suggests the possibility of an Iron Age
site. This may be significant as 50% of Iron Age hillforts have the field-name
camp. Roman sites may be indicated by names such as 1079 Harbour Hill
and Cold Green because there is a possibility that these originated as Cold
Harbour, possibly an earth fortification or encampment. With this possibility
it is worth looking closely at 1327 Blackmoor because this could be a
Blacklands site, and Sfone or Stoney might also be of the same period.
Mercian (Saxon) sites are clearly suggested by the -burg name in Bosbury
itself, but 25 Winserdine just might be a -wardine name.

Seealso: hittp://www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk/website/Counties/Herefordshire/News/NewsletterArchive/MainContent







